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a special fund ran dry. There had been fears
that some would not be able to attend com-
memorations, which are taking place in the
UK and abroad, due to prohibitive costs.

But Sir Keir’s personal promise, in recogni-
tion of the importance of our crusade
Respect Our War Heroes, means those left of
the greatest generation have the chance to
make what may be one final salute 80 years
after the end of the conflict in Europe.

In a personal message of gratitude sent via
the Express, the Prime Minister said: “Over
the years I have been privileged to meet vet-
erans from the Second World War. Their brav-
ery, loyalty to their friends and duty to their
country represents the very best of us.

“I look forward to meeting as many veter-
ans as possible at this year’s commemora-
tions. This country is so proud of the genera-
tion who fought in the Second World War for

80 trips...Geoff Roberts in Arnhem last year

our freedoms and the British troops who
have followed in their steps since to defend
these hard-fought values and keep us safe.

“I know that on the 80th anniversary of
VE Day the British public will be there to
remember their sacrifice and thank them for
their service once more.”

A previous scheme of financial assistance
was set up using cash from fines paid by
banks after the Libor interest rate scandal.
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A VETERAN forced to pay
£5,000 a month while living in
care homes says he feels
betrayed and forgotten.

Hero lvor Foster, 99, was
part of the elite Bomber
Command unit that helped
destroy Germany’s military
might at the height of the
Second World War.

One of our last remaining
wartime RAF legends has
spent £180,000 on fees after
selling his modest home.

But with money running out
the widowed braveheart, who
turns 100 in August, is left
wondering how a lifetime of
selfless service came to this.

Proud lvor said: “The
Bomber Boys were forgotten
for decades and some might
want to move on but we
should never forget the
enormous sacrifices so many
made during the mighty war
effort. 1 played my part but so
many of my comrades were
not as lucky as me.”

Ivor was 18 when he joined
186 Squadron as a gunnerina
Lancaster bomber.

Known as Blondie, he was
one of 125,000 airmen who
flew with the unit. He was
lucky - 55,573 colleagues
were killed in action.

But today the decorated
hero lives a lonely existence
in Plymstock, Devon. His life
savings have gone and he is
now using the proceeds from
the sale of his bungalow and
pension to finance care fees.

His daughter-in-law Lynn
Foster, 69 - pictured with him
right - said: “His money is not
going to last much longer.
This is no way to treat our
heroes. He feels no one cares

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport said it is working closely with the RBL heroes not been able to go.
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hero, 99, pays own care
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what he did for this country
and that people have just
forgotten. He feels badly let
down.”

Ivor was married to Bernice
for 65 years before her death
in 2012. He lost both his sons
to cancer - Brian aged 52 in
2003, and Steven, Lynn’s
husband, aged 64 in 2020.

He spends his days
watching TV and looking out
of the window wondering why
the vets have been forgotten.

Terrible

Ivor is visited by a handful
of ex-military mates, including
Gulf War veteran Keith Sales,
69, who answered an SOS to
keep him company. He said:
“These heroes should not be
paying for their care.

“We owe them so much and
it is terrible to think so many,
like lvor, are sitting thinking
no one remembers them. It’s
heartbreaking to think they
are looking out of windows
thinking no one cares.”

A growing care crisis means
one in seven homes charge
self-funding residents more
than £1,800 a week with fees
set to rise again this month,
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have been a “terrible injustice” had

typically by 10% as National
Insurance is hiked up.

The chance of seeing the
war out was 500-1 against in
Bomber Command. Each man
tried to make it to 30
operations, but most didn’t.

A memorial now stands in E e
London’s Green Park thanks
in part to generous donations
from Express readers.

South West Devon MP
Rebecca Smith said wartime
premier Sir Winston Churchill
“said of RAF pilots that ‘Never
in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so
many to so few’.

“If those words hold true
today, why, you might ask, is
one of The Few being ripped
off in his old age? | have
been passed around the
Civil Service merry-go-
round to seek
support for lvor and
am now on my
fourth
department, HM
Revenue and
Customs. It
beggars belief.

“I’m hoping the
Government will
finally come up
with an answer
soon. It would be
good to get some
positive news before
VE Day.”
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events in Europe. Geoff Roberts, 100

and this year’s VE and VJ
in June, hopes to visit Wageningen to

Ivor in his care home. Above
top right, with his squadron
and below on duty in 1945

erans. These commemorations...may be their
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| CONGRATULATE the Express for its
successful campaign on behalf of our
war veterans. | also salute the Labour
government for finding the funding to
ensure those who have served our
country in its hour of need can attend
major commemorations later this year
to mark the 80th anniversary of the
end of World War Two.

It would have been a terrible
injustice if our war veterans had been
unable to attend the VE Day
commemorations and other similar
events simply because they could not
afford to participate in them.

The reality is that for many of our
World War Two veterans, now in their
late 90s or older, this is likely to be
their last significant anniversary of the
end of the 1939-45 global conflict.

These brave and noble individuals
will have different motivations for
wanting to attend such events. Some
will want to pay their respects to lost
comrades, others will want to enjoy a
last day in the spotlight at which their
service to their nation is recognised.

For many years now, fines from the
Libor interest rate-fixing scandal have
supported veterans attending such
events but this funding recently ran
out. This left some veterans unable to
attend VE Day and other
commemorations because they simply
did not have the money to pay for the
necessary accommodation and travel
costs involved, sometimes in the
presence of relatives or carers who
are needed because the veterans are
old and frail.

It would be a tragedy if money
worries deprived these individuals of
the opportunity of attending such

‘Supporting our war
veterans should never
be a political issue’

events, including those planned in
London for the 80th anniversary.

Now the Government has rightly
pledged that funding will be found to
enable our veterans to travel to
ceremonies across the UK.

Furthermore, money will be made
available for those wanting to
participate in events being held to
mark the 80th anniversary of liberation
of the Netherlands in May and the 81st
anniversary of D-Day in June.
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