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Crime show
pulled over

Ashcroft
donation

Channel Five drops Crimestoppers Live project after
Ofcom warns that peer’s £700,000 is ‘self promotion’

ANDREW ALDERSON
Chief Reporter

BRITAIN’S LARGEST crime-
fighting charity has been
forced to abandoned a new
television series, which could
have solved dozens of major
cases, because of a row over
programme sponsorship.

Filming for Crimestoppers
Live, which was due to start
this week with Fiona Phillips
as the lead presenter, has been
halted after Ofcom, the broad-
cast regulator, said it was
unhappy that Lord Ashcroft,
the Conservative peer, was
providing £700,000 to help
fund the show.

Fiona Phillips said: “I am
terribly disappointed that this
project is not going ahead.

Crimestoppers is such a well-
loved service. I regard it as the
people’s conduit to the police:
it is dear to people’s hearts
and very successful.”

Lord Ashcroft said he was
angry and disappointed at the
outcome.

“We had been planning to
appeal for information on
about 150 serious crimes over
the six-week pilot and would
have expected, based on expe-
rience, to help the police solve
about half of them,” he said.

The project had the support
of police forces up and down
the country — and was also
aiming to advise its audience
on crime prevention.

“In view of the current eco-
nomic situation — even the
Home Secretary has now said

that crime will increase — this
would have been very timely,”
said Lord Ashcroft.

He was speaking to The Sun-
day Telegraph from New Zea-

land, where he has been help-
ing to set up a crime-fighting
venture based on the British
Crimestoppers model.

The 62-year-old life peer
founded the national charity
21 years ago after the murder
of P Keith Blakelock in the
Broadwater Farm riots in
north London. It is the only
charity in Britain which seeks
to solve crime, with the help
of tip-offs, usually anonymous.
He is the Chairman of Trus-
tees for the charity.

It was decided to launch the
new pilot show because of the
popularity and success of
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