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NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal
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8853--1471352610310183843381248602731116147Higher
39%24%--100%32%10%26%33%23%25%25%42%29%41%25%32%30%27%30%29%

7477-176-146361201827503249766723149127176About the same
32%35%-100%-34%12%36%39%41%37%33%31%37%24%34%38%35%43%33%35%

5981159--1038357616255525381072542229130159Lower
26%37%100%--24%78%35%24%36%34%37%25%29%34%38%29%25%26%34%32%

77---4-212-3726-63941418Don't know
3%3%---10%-2%4%-4%5%2%5%-3%2%10%4%4%4%
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 Irrespective of what the official figures say, from your experience do you think crime overall is higher than it was five years ago, or lower, or
about the same?
Base: All respondents
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4942232447842363193419355323823227698Burglary (unsp)
21%19%14%14%32%20%8%23%20%2%12%23%19%27%17%17%20%26%19%20%20%

48391624537420649192127192334416286795Violent crime/ crime
21%18%10%14%36%17%8%20%21%20%26%14%26%15%7%17%23%18%25%17%19%(unsp)

5223122645751162662424254243819166985Theft/ general theft/
23%11%8%15%31%17%10%11%20%14%8%16%24%19%14%13%20%21%14%18%17%robbery (unsp)

40322327272714555112419193303213205878Anti social behavior
18%15%14%15%18%5%14%14%18%11%15%16%19%15%10%16%17%15%18%15%16%

33341817345715459112015174292415145872Drug related crime
14%16%11%10%23%12%14%15%14%20%15%13%15%13%14%15%13%17%12%15%14%

30172013181310373717915414258114051Vehicle theft
13%8%13%7%12%2%6%10%12%7%10%11%9%11%14%7%13%9%10%10%10%

25121082151727310146741516553540Assaults/ general
11%6%6%5%14%12%2%7%9%7%14%9%6%5%14%8%8%6%4%9%8%assaults (unsp)

18118619418213888731315352934Alcohol/ Drink related
8%5%5%3%13%10%2%8%7%7%11%5%8%5%10%7%8%3%4%7%7%crime

141213108-69163499621311562531Fraud/ general fraud
6%6%8%6%5%-12%9%5%7%5%6%9%5%7%7%6%6%5%6%6%(unsp)

171211812-372183113611411582331House burglary
7%6%7%5%8%-6%7%7%18%4%7%3%5%3%7%6%6%7%6%6%

151411812-432436931011412492231Shop lifting
7%6%7%5%8%-8%3%8%7%8%6%3%8%3%7%6%4%8%6%6%

16111189333193585741110391928Domestic violence
7%5%7%5%6%7%6%3%6%7%7%5%5%5%14%6%5%3%8%5%6%

1116710103281423261431110381927Violence with Weapons/
5%7%4%6%7%7%4%8%5%5%4%1%6%11%10%6%5%3%7%5%5%gun/ knifes

126551212416167633109141923Public disorder
5%3%3%3%8%2%4%4%5%2%8%5%6%2%10%5%5%1%4%5%5%
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Table 2
Q.2 Are there any particular types of crime that you think are currently rising?
Base: All respondents
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97856444734345572541519Sexual offences
4%3%5%3%4%10%8%4%2%7%5%2%4%4%17%4%1%6%4%4%4%

89864-161125353169221618Cyber/ computer related
4%4%5%3%3%-2%6%4%5%7%2%5%2%3%3%5%2%2%4%4%crime/ frauds

786382221112815-86351217Criminal damage/
3%4%4%2%5%5%4%2%4%2%3%5%1%4%-4%3%3%4%3%3%vandalism

8411121427146-32561-1414Metal theft
4%2%7%1%1%2%8%2%2%2%5%4%-2%7%3%3%1%-4%3%

462532-35-13-6-2447310Youth crime
2%3%1%3%2%5%-3%2%-1%2%-5%-1%2%4%6%1%2%

44223-143-1322-251178Street robbery
2%2%1%1%2%-2%4%1%-1%2%2%2%-1%3%1%1%2%2%

14232-1431-322-422-88Acquisitive crime
*2%1%2%1%-2%4%1%2%-2%2%2%-2%1%2%-2%2%

5115---332-2-22211156Street crime
2%*1%3%---3%1%5%-1%-2%7%1%1%1%1%1%1%

32113-1-411111122-145Credit card fraud
1%1%1%1%2%-2%-1%2%1%1%1%1%3%1%1%-1%1%1%

232-3-1131--13-131145Gang related crime
1%1%1%-2%-2%1%1%2%--1%2%-1%2%1%1%1%1%

-32-21111---22-121224Actual bodily harm
-1%1%-1%2%2%1%*---2%2%-1%1%1%2%1%1%

31121--13--2-2-211224Economic/ financial
1%*1%1%1%--1%1%--1%-2%-1%1%1%2%1%1%crime

2131--211-21-1-211-44Identity fraud/ theft
1%*2%1%--4%1%*-3%1%-1%-1%1%1%-1%1%

-43-1-13---211-211-44Common assaults
-2%2%-1%-2%3%---1%1%1%-1%1%1%-1%1%
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-4211--131-21--211134Property theft
-2%1%1%1%--1%1%2%-1%1%--1%1%1%1%1%1%

212-1--12-1-11--3--33Organized crime
1%*1%-1%--1%1%-1%-1%1%--2%--1%1%

21111---3-2--11-2-123Murders
1%*1%1%1%---1%-3%--1%3%-1%-1%1%1%

221814151535112577138962211544044Other mentions
10%8%9%9%10%7%10%11%8%16%10%9%8%7%21%11%6%6%4%10%9%

264334442121115479112714243362916236285None/Nothing
11%20%21%25%1%29%22%15%15%20%15%18%14%18%10%19%15%18%20%16%17%

8117811321422826148791120Don't know
4%5%4%5%1%2%6%2%5%5%3%5%2%5%3%2%4%8%8%3%4%
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4851553421823215971541272175439111695111Vehicles/ accessories
21%23%35%19%14%20%47%21%19%16%21%27%26%16%24%28%21%12%14%25%22%theft

39435225135191749-163223196433110137790Burglary (unsp)
17%20%33%14%9%12%39%17%16%-22%21%23%15%21%22%16%11%12%20%18%

24304416251783371122914225221385563Violent crime/ crime
11%14%28%9%1%12%35%8%11%16%15%15%9%11%7%13%12%15%7%14%13%(unsp)

2125311181813283917813-2224484250Theft/ general theft/
9%11%19%6%5%2%16%13%9%7%12%11%8%10%-11%13%4%7%11%10%robbery (unsp)

13131847379108558321212342529House burglary
6%6%11%2%5%7%14%9%3%18%7%3%8%2%7%6%6%3%4%6%6%

11610651261371446295631922Assault/ Serious/
5%3%6%3%3%2%4%6%4%16%1%3%4%5%7%5%3%7%3%5%4%Violent assault

781241-36822715194341317Criminal damage/
3%4%8%2%1%-6%6%3%5%3%5%1%4%3%5%2%3%4%3%3%vandalism

86754-44823911-86261016Anti social behavior
4%3%4%3%3%-8%4%3%5%4%6%1%1%-4%3%2%5%3%3%

8-522-3151-5121512279Better police/
4%-3%1%1%-6%1%2%2%-3%1%2%3%3%1%2%2%2%2%intelligence service

4444--2153-1132141-88Murders
2%2%3%2%--4%1%2%7%-1%1%2%7%1%2%1%-2%2%

43232112411114143--88Vehicle security/
2%1%1%2%1%2%2%2%1%2%1%1%1%3%3%2%2%--2%2%improved security

gadgets on vehicles

44431-134-4112323-268Sexual offences
2%2%3%2%1%-2%3%1%-5%1%1%2%10%1%2%-2%2%2%

334121-24-12311222167Alcohol/ Drink related
1%1%3%1%1%2%-2%1%-1%1%3%1%3%1%1%2%1%2%1%

423-31-15-1213-151167Domestic violence
2%1%2%-2%2%-1%2%-1%1%1%2%-1%3%1%1%2%1%
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4111331-1-11122-3-235Shoplifting
2%*1%1%2%7%2%-*-1%1%1%2%7%-2%-2%1%1%

22122-122--311-131145Violence with weapons/
1%1%1%1%1%-2%2%1%--2%1%1%-1%2%1%1%1%1%gun/ knifes

223-1--22--121-121-44Fraud/ general fraud
1%1%2%-1%--2%1%--1%2%1%-1%1%1%-1%1%(unsp)

1322--1-3-1-21-13--44Street theft/ robbery
*1%1%1%--2%-1%-1%-2%1%-1%2%--1%1%

22211-2-2--211-121134Public order offence
1%1%1%1%1%-4%-1%--1%1%1%-1%1%1%1%1%1%

312-2-11211--2-121-44Driving/ traffic
1%*1%-1%-2%1%1%2%1%--2%-1%1%1%-1%1%related

31211--13-112--112-44Improved security
1%*1%1%1%--1%1%-1%1%2%--1%1%2%-1%1%measures

2121--111-1--2-21--33House security/
1%*1%1%--2%1%*-1%--2%-1%1%--1%1%improved security

measures for houses

21-3---21-11-1-3---33Drug related crime
1%*-2%---2%*-1%1%-1%-2%---1%1%

112-1-111-12---111-33Increased/ stricter
**1%-1%-2%1%*-1%1%---1%1%1%-1%1%prison sentences

21111-111--21---12-33Offender management
1%*1%1%1%-2%1%*--1%1%---1%2%-1%1%

2-2-11--21-2---2-1123People are more
1%-1%-1%2%--1%2%-1%---1%-1%1%1%1%careful/ aware

11-2---11--1-1-2---22Installation of CCTV
**-1%---1%*--1%-1%-1%---1%*cameras

112---2----11--1-1-22Acquisitive crime
**1%---4%----1%1%--1%-1%-1%*
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2-2---1-1--1-11--1-22Multi agency awareness
1%-1%---2%-*--1%-1%3%--1%-1%*

-2-11--11--11--11-112Commercial/ Business
-1%-1%1%--1%*--1%1%--1%1%-1%**related burglary

111-1-1-1---11--2--22Actual bodily harm
**1%-1%-2%-*---1%1%--1%--1%*

861014125713515184211415Other mentions
4%3%6%1%3%2%4%5%2%2%4%3%1%4%3%4%2%2%1%4%3%

84881878851873513212314444611262734556136192None/ Nothing
37%40%11%44%58%44%14%35%42%27%42%29%43%47%41%32%39%51%50%35%38%

22161218852629721599491712113142Don't know
10%7%8%10%5%12%4%6%9%16%3%10%9%7%14%5%9%13%10%8%8%
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2-1-1-1-1---11-2--112Too harsh
1%-1%-1%-2%-*---1%1%-1%--1%**

21283121958113813914101623222685462About right
9%13%19%12%6%12%16%11%12%30%12%9%10%12%7%17%12%7%7%14%12%

193178112144131253584258286212386103231421627492310402Too lenient
85%82%70%82%89%61%71%85%83%64%85%82%84%79%79%74%86%83%81%80%80%

121215116115414321351141659122234Don't know
5%6%9%6%4%27%10%4%5%7%3%9%5%8%14%8%3%10%11%6%7%
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Q.4 Thinking about cases you have worked on which have resulted in a conviction, do you think that the sentences passed have in general been too
harsh, too lenient, or about right?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft
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202190132144136214192270406512095104251631657181343424NET: Ever
89%87%83%82%93%51%84%93%87%91%89%80%93%79%86%85%87%80%72%89%85%

1119361628411195413118327545451573794842173215Often
49%43%38%35%57%27%39%55%42%41%44%50%44%34%52%38%42%54%37%45%43%

919771825210223813922334550591090862339170209Occasionally
40%44%45%47%35%24%45%38%45%50%45%30%49%45%34%47%46%26%35%44%42%

19131418710262515175152131512162743Never
8%6%9%10%5%24%4%6%8%2%7%11%5%11%7%7%8%13%14%7%9%

71513144106116331321221696161733Don't know
3%7%8%8%3%24%12%1%5%7%4%9%2%9%7%8%5%7%14%4%7%
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Q.5 Have you worked on cases which have resulted in a conviction, in which you thought the offender should have gone to prison but the judge has
handed down a lesser punishment?
Base: All respondents
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68445030386142575141536253095243152298120NET: Ever
30%20%31%17%26%15%29%25%24%32%21%24%25%23%31%27%23%17%19%25%24%

3--12---31-11--111213Often
1%--1%1%---1%2%-1%1%--1%1%1%2%*1%

65445029366142572131535243095142142097117Occasionally
29%20%31%16%24%15%29%25%23%30%21%23%24%23%31%27%22%16%18%25%23%

15616410013510727307322627581067590191291387078278356Never
68%75%63%77%73%66%61%74%73%61%79%71%74%69%66%67%73%79%69%72%71%

4109112851103-821111184131124Don't know
2%5%6%6%1%20%10%1%3%7%-5%2%8%3%6%4%4%12%3%5%
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Table 6
Q.6 Have you worked on cases which have resulted in a conviction, in which the offender has been sent to prison but you thought a lesser punishment
would be more appropriate?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft
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17816912513211729397024933641158293231451477288299387Support
78%78%79%75%80%71%80%71%80%75%88%77%80%71%79%76%78%81%78%77%77%

3539262925672444972415265333210176481Oppose
15%18%16%16%17%15%14%24%14%20%10%16%15%20%17%17%17%11%15%17%16%

1510815563518221151211410782432Don't know
7%5%5%9%3%15%6%5%6%5%3%7%5%9%3%7%5%8%7%6%6%
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Q.7 Would you support or oppose giving individual judges more discretion to set sentences with less direction from the government?
Base: All respondents
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-21881775317234813016386043611385833648170218Yes, prison works
-100%51%44%36%41%47%48%42%36%52%40%42%47%45%44%44%40%42%44%44%

228-59748817204115022327048561479924352176228No, prison does not
100%-37%42%60%41%41%41%48%50%44%47%47%43%48%41%49%48%46%45%46%work

--19256761031632011142281410134154Don't know
--12%14%4%17%12%10%10%14%4%13%11%11%7%15%7%11%12%11%11%
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Q.8 Politicians often debate whether or not 'prison works'. In your view, does prison work, or not?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



Explanations
There is not

enough emphasis
Some offendersMaking contactPrisoners doon treating
actually preferwith hardenednot spend theirprisoners with
prison to lifecriminals inPrison life istime in prisondrug

on the outsideprison makesnot hard enoughproductively,addictions, so
because itfirst-timeto serve as aby doing a fullit is

offers regularprisoners moredeterrent toworking week orinevitable that
food, shelterlikely tocommittinggainingmany will go on

or routinereoffendfurther crimesqualificationsto reoffend

500500500500500Base

110652179972Very important     (10)
22%13%43%20%14%

4832604340(9)
10%6%12%9%8%

86798697105(8)
17%16%17%19%21%

7379357570(7)
15%16%7%15%14%

3738233138(6)
7%8%5%6%8%

5986417170(5)
12%17%8%14%14%

192892225(4)
4%6%2%4%5%

372751727(3)
7%5%1%3%5%

143251320(2)
3%6%1%3%4%

1424131922Not important at    (1)
3%5%3%4%4%all

244176363239217NET: 8-10
49%35%73%48%43%

188231108199203NET: 4-7
38%46%22%40%41%
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Table 9
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



Explanations
There is not

enough emphasis
Some offendersMaking contactPrisoners doon treating
actually preferwith hardenednot spend theirprisoners with
prison to lifecriminals inPrison life istime in prisondrug

on the outsideprison makesnot hard enoughproductively,addictions, so
because itfirst-timeto serve as aby doing a fullit is

offers regularprisoners moredeterrent toworking week orinevitable that
food, shelterlikely tocommittinggainingmany will go on

or routinereoffendfurther crimesqualificationsto reoffend

500500500500500Base

6583234969NET: 1-3
13%17%5%10%14%

31061311Don't know
1%2%1%3%2%

7.006.258.226.996.61Mean

0.110.120.100.110.11Standard error
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Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

40222022283812494111814255352111155772Very important     (10)
18%10%13%13%19%7%16%12%16%9%15%12%14%19%17%18%11%12%13%15%14%

2312131314374264612108312214122840(9)
10%6%8%7%10%7%14%4%8%9%8%8%10%6%10%6%11%4%11%7%8%

46524032312142762121630232464241161986105(8)
20%24%25%18%21%5%29%27%20%27%22%20%23%18%21%22%22%18%17%22%21%

244021282084134598221417524319145670(7)
11%18%13%16%14%20%8%13%14%20%11%15%14%13%17%13%16%10%12%14%14%

18141416741627351171221413992938(6)
8%6%9%9%5%10%2%6%9%7%7%7%7%9%7%7%7%10%8%7%8%

33291928198514434112315175272018195170(5)
14%13%12%16%13%20%10%14%14%9%15%15%15%13%17%14%11%20%17%13%14%

12119106235152355101108671825(4)
5%5%6%6%4%5%6%5%5%5%4%3%5%8%3%5%4%7%6%5%5%

1113711813617458641815352227(3)
5%6%4%6%5%2%6%6%5%9%7%5%6%3%3%4%8%3%4%6%5%

910838324111412-3-49751520(2)
4%5%5%2%5%7%4%4%4%2%5%8%-2%-2%5%8%4%4%4%

81168452510-4576198412122Not important at    (1)
4%5%4%5%3%12%4%5%3%-5%3%7%5%3%5%4%4%1%5%4%all

109867367738294313720336047571489833146171217NET: 8-10
48%39%46%38%50%20%59%43%44%45%45%40%46%44%48%46%44%35%41%44%43%

879463825222133813018276141561375724249154203NET: 4-7
38%43%40%47%35%54%27%38%42%41%37%41%40%43%45%39%38%47%43%40%41%

28342122209715385132513132213214115869NET: 1-3
12%16%13%13%14%22%14%15%12%11%18%17%13%10%7%11%17%16%10%15%14%
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
There is not enough emphasis on treating prisoners with drug addictions, so it is inevitable that many will go on to reoffend
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

442522-361-415-7227411Don't know
2%2%1%3%1%5%-3%2%2%-3%1%4%-4%1%2%6%1%2%

6.806.396.646.506.895.516.966.466.746.866.476.416.676.787.076.826.556.116.716.586.61Mean

0.170.170.200.190.210.430.380.260.140.320.310.210.250.230.420.180.190.270.230.130.11Standard error
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
There is not enough emphasis on treating prisoners with drug addictions, so it is inevitable that many will go on to reoffend
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

603329313421019688162922248403120168399Very important     (10)
26%15%18%18%23%5%20%19%22%18%22%19%22%18%28%21%16%22%14%21%20%

2019131514271123381499313225103343(9)
9%9%8%9%10%5%14%11%7%7%11%9%9%7%10%7%12%6%9%9%9%

41452740266818657113316303384511158297(8)
18%21%17%23%18%15%16%18%21%16%15%22%16%23%10%20%24%12%13%21%19%

2838302321871149362622184292814245175(7)
12%17%19%13%14%20%14%11%16%7%8%17%22%14%14%15%15%16%21%13%15%

1811111283391636958115105102131(6)
8%5%7%7%5%7%6%9%5%7%8%6%5%6%3%8%5%6%9%5%6%

263621252396104610161410216222617185371(5)
11%17%13%14%16%22%12%10%15%23%22%9%10%16%21%11%14%19%16%14%14%

7118954251131747-117461622(4)
3%5%5%5%3%10%4%5%4%7%1%5%4%5%-6%4%4%5%4%4%

68665-341033533256451217(3)
3%4%4%3%3%-6%4%3%7%4%3%3%2%7%3%3%4%4%3%3%

75724-13933223-56231013(2)
3%2%4%1%3%-2%3%3%7%4%1%2%2%-3%3%2%3%3%3%

1064655266-3565273721719Not important at    (1)
4%3%3%3%3%12%4%6%2%-4%3%6%4%7%4%2%8%2%4%4%all

1219769867410254815618357647631491983641198239NET: 8-10
53%44%43%49%50%24%51%48%50%41%48%51%46%48%48%47%52%40%36%51%48%

799670695724183512219295641541177714058141199NET: 4-7
35%44%44%39%39%59%37%35%39%43%40%37%40%41%38%40%38%45%51%36%40%

2319171414561325691211114171513103949NET: 1-3
10%9%11%8%10%12%12%13%8%14%12%8%11%8%14%9%8%15%9%10%10%
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Prisoners do not spend their time in prison productively, by doing a full working week or gaining qualifications
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

563722-381-633-75-4913Don't know
2%3%2%4%1%5%-3%3%2%-4%3%2%-4%3%-4%2%3%

7.236.876.877.027.125.797.046.857.176.496.857.217.056.947.007.037.156.576.747.066.99Mean

0.170.160.190.180.210.390.370.270.130.390.310.190.260.210.520.180.170.290.220.130.11Standard error
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Prisoners do not spend their time in prison productively, by doing a full working week or gaining qualifications
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

119854881771594315015336749531277824644173217Very important     (10)
52%39%30%46%52%37%18%43%48%34%45%45%48%40%41%40%43%52%39%45%43%

292819192077113549221015121308223860(9)
13%13%12%11%14%17%14%11%11%9%12%15%10%11%3%11%16%9%19%10%12%

404128292751114567151820265352818236386(8)
18%19%18%16%18%12%22%14%18%16%21%12%20%20%17%18%15%20%20%16%17%

12161611714822231081211516353035(7)
5%7%10%6%5%2%8%8%7%5%4%7%8%9%3%8%8%3%4%8%7%

791175265105255651242-2323(6)
3%4%7%4%3%5%12%5%3%11%3%3%5%5%17%6%2%2%-6%5%

1220151975572457191941417693241(5)
5%9%9%11%5%12%10%7%8%11%10%13%1%7%14%7%9%7%8%8%8%

1672-114312114-45-459(4)
*3%4%1%-2%2%4%1%2%3%1%1%3%-2%3%-4%1%2%

2341--1223-1-1-122145(3)
1%1%3%1%--2%2%1%7%-1%-1%-1%1%2%1%1%1%

233-22111--212121-145(2)
1%1%2%-1%5%2%1%*--1%1%2%3%1%1%-1%1%1%

45651233512361-64311213Not important at    (1)
2%2%4%3%1%5%6%3%2%2%3%2%6%1%-3%2%3%1%3%3%all

1881549512912427276824126571077994181331407289274363NET: 8-10
82%71%60%73%84%66%55%69%77%59%78%71%77%72%62%69%74%81%79%71%73%

325149391991624591314351531104542111890108NET: 4-7
14%23%31%22%13%22%33%24%19%30%19%23%15%24%34%23%22%12%16%23%22%

8111363456842674197532023NET: 1-3
4%5%8%3%2%10%10%6%3%9%3%4%7%3%3%5%4%6%3%5%5%
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 12
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Prison life is not hard enough to serve as a deterrent to committing further crimes
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

-222111131-212-5-1336Don't know
-1%1%1%1%2%2%1%1%2%-1%1%2%-3%-1%3%1%1%

8.668.067.528.298.807.687.138.058.517.568.348.258.358.237.868.108.298.508.408.178.22Mean

0.130.160.200.170.150.440.370.250.110.380.250.180.240.180.420.170.160.240.190.120.10Standard error
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 12
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Prison life is not hard enough to serve as a deterrent to committing further crimes
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

4517192421621146713181017529229105565Very important     (10)
20%8%12%14%14%15%4%11%15%16%18%12%10%13%17%15%12%10%9%14%13%

2379121132720131378215105112132(9)
10%3%6%7%7%7%4%7%6%2%4%9%7%6%7%8%5%6%10%5%6%

37343027206614538162017185303310136679(8)
16%16%19%15%14%15%12%14%17%18%22%13%17%14%17%16%17%11%12%17%16%

363525282321319455122420186322516186179(7)
16%16%16%16%16%5%27%19%14%11%16%16%20%14%21%17%13%18%16%16%16%

211413101427623559910214157112738(6)
9%6%8%6%10%5%14%6%7%11%7%6%9%8%7%7%8%8%10%7%8%

33401639268615577112815253303518266086(5)
14%18%10%22%18%20%12%15%18%16%15%19%15%19%10%16%19%20%23%16%17%

61811981561632869-1310542428(4)
3%8%7%5%5%2%10%6%5%7%3%5%6%7%-7%5%6%4%6%6%

7181110535217239762911572027(3)
3%8%7%6%3%7%10%2%5%5%4%6%7%5%7%5%6%6%6%5%5%

11161371153101442107921116352732(2)
5%7%8%4%7%12%6%10%5%9%3%7%7%7%7%6%8%3%4%7%6%

51511643-714248461511761824Not important at    (1)
2%7%7%3%3%7%-7%5%5%5%5%4%5%3%3%6%8%5%5%5%all

1055858635215103211916325134431274652434142176NET: 8-10
46%27%36%36%35%37%20%32%38%36%44%34%33%33%41%39%34%27%30%37%35%

9610765867113314614120306950621189854659172231NET: 4-7
42%49%41%49%48%32%63%46%45%45%41%46%49%47%38%46%45%52%52%44%46%

23493523201181945892718215253815186583NET: 1-3
10%22%22%13%14%27%16%19%14%18%12%18%18%16%17%13%20%17%16%17%17%
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 13
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Making contact with hardened criminals in prison makes first-time prisoners more likely to reoffend
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

441442-26-23-514142810Don't know
2%2%1%2%3%5%-2%2%-3%2%-4%3%2%1%4%2%2%2%

7.005.646.066.406.415.825.926.046.426.166.756.166.196.156.716.546.015.966.116.296.25Mean

0.160.170.220.190.210.480.300.280.150.400.300.220.250.230.500.180.190.280.230.130.12Standard error
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 13
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Making contact with hardened criminals in prison makes first-time prisoners more likely to reoffend
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

64362539411041779122227193073934302684110Very important     (10)
28%17%16%22%28%24%8%17%25%27%30%18%19%23%24%20%18%34%23%22%22%

241617151511103628161111317199123648(9)
11%7%11%9%10%2%2%10%12%5%11%11%11%8%10%9%10%10%11%9%10%

41382430307516587142620192363315167086(8)
18%17%15%17%20%17%10%16%19%16%19%17%20%15%7%19%17%17%14%18%17%

303925282086154487221917720379235073(7)
13%18%16%16%14%20%12%15%14%18%10%15%19%13%24%10%20%10%20%13%15%

131615118488175413510118135102737(6)
6%7%9%6%5%10%16%8%5%11%5%9%5%8%3%9%7%6%9%7%7%

2228172416210103767171019521221185159(5)
10%13%11%14%11%5%20%10%12%14%10%11%10%15%17%11%12%12%7%13%12%

1176842269136271106231619(4)
5%3%4%5%3%5%4%6%3%2%4%4%2%5%3%5%3%2%3%4%4%

112219117198192210111221616382937(3)
5%10%12%6%5%2%18%8%6%5%3%7%11%9%7%8%8%3%7%7%7%

76554416312524-94-31114(2)
3%3%3%3%3%10%2%6%1%2%3%3%2%3%-5%2%-3%3%3%

496322336-4631144531114Not important at    (1)
2%4%4%2%1%5%6%3%2%-5%4%3%1%3%2%2%6%3%3%3%all

1299066848618104317321446950601292865454190244NET: 8-10
57%41%42%48%59%44%20%43%56%48%60%46%49%46%41%48%46%61%48%49%49%

769063714816263910720215836531469782744144188NET: 4-7
33%41%40%40%33%39%53%39%34%45%29%39%35%40%48%36%41%30%39%37%38%

2237301913713172838211617329248145165NET: 1-3
10%17%19%11%9%17%27%17%9%7%11%14%16%13%10%15%13%9%12%13%13%
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 14
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Some offenders actually prefer prison to life on the outside because it offers regular food, shelter or routine
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

11-2----3--2-1-21-123Don't know
**-1%----1%--1%-1%-1%1%-1%1%1%

7.396.606.557.047.486.735.496.617.407.327.376.826.966.917.036.816.957.547.166.957.00Mean

0.160.170.210.180.200.440.340.270.130.340.310.210.250.220.460.190.170.270.230.130.11Standard error
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 14
Q.9 As you know, a very high proportion of offenders released from prison are reconvicted within a year. I am going to read out some explanations
that people have given for this.  On a scale of 1 to 10 please say how important you think each one is in explaining why prisoners so often
reoffend?
Some offenders actually prefer prison to life on the outside because it offers regular food, shelter or routine
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

134111619997231546187144980636513921046266205271Make prison life
59%51%38%56%66%56%31%46%60%32%67%53%62%50%45%48%55%70%58%53%54%harder, to make it more

of a deterrent to
committing further
crimes.

493339302041522501692519221040328137891Introduce a presumption
21%15%25%17%14%10%31%22%16%36%12%17%19%17%34%21%17%9%12%20%18%against short prison

sentences, so those who
would have been
imprisoned for six
months or less are
given community
punishments instead.

28473126239920434102713273333114216081Instead of giving short
12%22%19%15%16%22%18%20%14%9%14%18%13%21%10%17%16%16%19%16%16%prison sentences, give

longer prison
sentences.

14252520538103010515714323223114051None of the above -
6%11%16%11%3%7%16%10%10%23%7%10%7%11%10%12%12%3%10%10%10%keep short sentences as

they are

323122211--3-3-4-2246Don't know
1%1%2%1%1%5%4%1%*--2%-2%-2%-2%2%1%1%
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Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 15
Q.10 Reoffending rates are particularly high among offenders given short prison sentences of six months or less.  Which of the following do you
think would be the best way to tackle this problem?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



Statements
Identifying

offenders, for
example with
high-visibility

jackets,
provides an
element of

public
CommunityhumiliationOffenders oftenCommunityCommunity

sentences arewhich is ancommit furthersentences aresentences are
effective atimportant andcrimes whileoften given tomore demandingOffenders often
stoppingeffective partservingoffenders whothan the publicsee community

offenders fromof communitycommunityought to go toprobablysentences as a
reoffending.punishmentssentencesprisonrealisessoft punishment

500500500500500500Base

124309428375152448NET: Agree
25%62%86%75%30%90%

1320223721559329Strongly agree      (4)
3%40%47%43%12%66%

11110719116093119Somewhat agree      (3)
22%21%38%32%19%24%

15388257413938Somewhat disagree   (2)
31%18%5%15%28%8%

202908231845Strongly disagree   (1)
40%18%2%5%37%1%

355178339732343NET: Disagree
71%36%7%19%65%9%

21133928259Don't know
4%3%8%6%5%2%

1.862.863.433.202.063.57Mean

0.040.050.030.040.050.03Standard error
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 16
Q.11 Here are some statements that people have made about community sentences.  Please can you say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each one?
Summary Table
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

2071981321591433940872823769136901162616217783105343448NET: Agree
91%91%83%90%97%95%82%88%91%84%95%91%88%89%90%84%94%93%93%89%90%

1601458611411826236921125501017083201231305673256329Strongly agree      (4)
70%67%54%65%80%63%47%70%68%57%68%67%69%63%69%64%69%63%65%66%66%

475346452513171871121935203363947273287119Somewhat agree      (3)
21%24%29%26%17%32%35%18%23%27%26%23%20%25%21%20%25%30%28%22%24%

131621104171020349111122311233538Somewhat disagree   (2)
6%7%13%6%3%2%14%10%6%7%5%6%11%8%7%12%6%2%3%9%8%

4132--1222-2-1131-145Strongly disagree   (1)
2%*2%1%--2%2%1%5%-1%-1%3%2%1%-1%1%1%

1717241241812225411111232612243943NET: Disagree
7%8%15%7%3%2%16%12%7%11%5%7%11%9%10%14%6%2%4%10%9%

4335-11-72-313-4-4459Don't know
2%1%2%3%-2%2%-2%5%-2%1%2%-2%-4%4%1%2%

3.623.593.383.583.783.633.293.563.623.433.633.603.583.553.553.503.623.643.623.563.57Mean

0.050.040.060.050.040.090.120.080.040.130.070.060.070.060.150.060.050.060.060.040.03Standard error
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 17
Q.11 Here are some statements that people have made about community sentences.  Please can you say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each one?
Offenders often see community sentences as a soft punishment
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

68606644391522229317224328421160513041111152NET: Agree
30%28%42%25%27%37%45%22%30%39%30%29%27%32%38%31%27%34%36%29%30%

322030141351193471015918628169134659Strongly agree      (4)
14%9%19%8%9%12%22%9%11%16%14%10%9%14%21%15%8%10%12%12%12%

36403630261011135910122819245323521286593Somewhat agree      (3)
16%18%23%17%18%24%22%13%19%23%16%19%19%18%17%17%19%24%25%17%19%

65633558427831931223362741552592330109139Somewhat disagree   (2)
29%29%22%33%29%17%16%31%30%27%32%24%26%31%17%27%31%26%27%28%28%

828850676117174310713256440421271722937147184Strongly disagree   (1)
36%40%31%38%41%41%35%43%34%30%34%43%39%32%41%37%38%33%33%38%37%

1471518512510324257420025481006783171231315267256323NET: Disagree
64%69%53%71%70%59%51%75%64%57%66%67%66%63%59%64%69%58%59%66%65%

1378752231823776197752025Don't know
6%3%5%4%3%5%4%3%6%5%4%5%7%5%3%5%4%8%4%5%5%

2.081.962.301.951.942.082.341.882.072.262.101.961.972.142.182.091.972.122.162.032.06Mean

0.070.070.090.070.080.180.180.100.060.170.130.090.100.090.230.080.070.110.100.050.05Standard error
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 18
Q.11 Here are some statements that people have made about community sentences.  Please can you say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each one?
Community sentences are more demanding than the public probably realises
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

18116410513512225347823829541118695201321527183292375NET: Agree
79%75%66%77%83%61%69%79%77%66%74%74%84%73%69%69%80%80%73%75%75%

1109060698114184813519346746491671844447168215Strongly agree      (4)
48%41%38%39%55%34%37%48%43%43%47%45%45%37%55%37%44%49%42%43%43%

71744566411116301031020444046461682736124160Somewhat agree      (3)
31%34%28%38%28%27%33%30%33%23%27%29%39%35%14%32%36%30%32%32%32%

28323220219101144816191021639209205474Somewhat disagree   (2)
12%15%20%11%14%22%20%11%14%18%22%13%10%16%21%20%11%10%18%14%15%

7131363238103-9563117222123Strongly disagree   (1)
3%6%8%3%2%5%6%8%3%7%-6%5%5%10%6%4%2%2%5%5%

35454526241113195411162815279502711227597NET: Disagree
15%21%28%15%16%27%27%19%17%25%22%19%15%21%31%26%14%12%19%19%19%

129915152219431119-1010782028Don't know
5%4%6%9%1%12%4%2%6%9%4%7%1%7%-5%5%8%7%5%6%

3.313.153.013.233.373.033.043.223.243.133.263.223.263.133.143.053.283.383.223.203.20Mean

0.060.060.080.060.070.160.140.100.050.160.100.080.080.080.200.070.060.090.080.050.04Standard error

Page 29

Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 19
Q.11 Here are some statements that people have made about community sentences.  Please can you say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each one?
Community sentences are often given to offenders who ought to go to prison
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

201190132150135314383271376513186109231571717799329428NET: Agree
88%87%83%85%92%76%88%84%87%84%89%87%84%83%79%82%90%87%88%85%86%

12110262818914185015521426848581383954651186237Strongly agree      (4)
53%47%39%46%61%34%37%51%50%48%58%45%47%44%45%43%50%52%45%48%47%

808870694617253311616236338511074763148143191Somewhat agree      (3)
35%40%44%39%31%41%51%33%37%36%32%42%37%39%34%39%40%35%42%37%38%

1210125724811414791146432225Somewhat disagree   (2)
5%5%8%3%5%5%8%8%4%9%1%3%7%7%3%7%3%4%3%6%5%

2353-211411123341-178Strongly disagree   (1)
1%1%3%2%-5%2%1%1%2%1%1%2%2%10%2%1%-1%2%2%

14131787459155259124187442933NET: Disagree
6%6%11%5%5%10%10%9%5%11%3%3%9%9%14%9%4%4%4%7%7%

131510185617252614710217118102939Don't know
6%7%6%10%3%15%2%7%8%5%8%9%7%8%7%9%6%9%9%7%8%

3.493.423.273.443.583.233.253.433.483.363.583.463.393.363.223.353.493.523.453.423.43Mean

0.040.050.060.050.050.140.100.070.040.120.070.050.070.070.190.050.040.070.060.040.03Standard error
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 20
Q.11 Here are some statements that people have made about community sentences.  Please can you say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each one?
Offenders often commit further crimes while serving community sentences
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

147135901199123265720328471026369161101196464245309NET: Agree
64%62%57%68%62%56%53%58%65%64%64%68%62%53%55%57%63%72%57%63%62%

1008857766214133813720356940381272754346156202Strongly agree      (4)
44%40%36%43%42%34%27%38%44%45%48%46%39%29%41%38%40%48%41%40%40%

4747334329913196681233233143844211889107Somewhat agree      (3)
21%22%21%24%20%22%27%19%21%18%16%22%23%24%14%20%23%24%16%23%21%

37423121326101755492819286403210226688Somewhat disagree   (2)
16%19%19%12%22%15%20%17%18%9%12%19%19%21%21%21%17%11%19%17%18%

41373432221012224611151519307363610226890Strongly disagree   (1)
18%17%21%18%15%24%24%22%15%25%21%10%19%23%24%19%19%11%19%18%18%

787965535416223910115244338581376682044134178NET: Disagree
34%36%41%30%37%39%45%39%32%34%33%29%37%44%45%40%36%22%39%35%36%

34442213712514-6255813Don't know
1%2%3%2%1%5%2%3%2%2%3%3%1%3%-3%1%6%4%2%3%

2.922.872.732.952.902.692.562.762.972.862.943.082.832.612.722.782.843.152.812.882.86Mean

0.080.080.090.090.090.190.170.120.060.190.140.090.110.100.230.080.080.110.110.060.05Standard error
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Table 21
Q.11 Here are some statements that people have made about community sentences.  Please can you say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each one?
Identifying offenders, for example with high-visibility jackets, provides an element of public humiliation which is an
important and effective part of community punishments
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

465857432010222468151535263365442212698124NET: Agree
20%27%36%24%14%24%45%24%22%34%21%23%25%25%21%28%22%24%23%25%25%

6744511110--454246131013Strongly agree      (4)
3%3%3%2%3%2%2%1%3%--3%5%3%7%2%3%1%3%3%3%

40515339159212358151531212945036202388111Somewhat agree      (3)
18%23%33%22%10%22%43%23%19%34%21%21%21%22%14%26%19%22%20%23%22%

6375436242101628991420433442949692634119153Somewhat disagree   (2)
28%34%27%35%29%24%33%28%32%32%27%29%33%32%31%26%37%29%30%31%31%

110784962832194512713356441491376734047155202Strongly disagree   (1)
48%36%31%35%56%51%18%45%41%30%48%43%40%37%45%40%39%45%42%40%40%

1731539212412531257322627551077591221251426681274355NET: Disagree
76%70%58%70%85%76%51%74%73%61%75%71%74%69%76%65%75%74%72%71%71%

971092-2217238171135261521Don't know
4%3%6%5%1%-4%2%5%5%4%5%1%5%3%7%3%2%5%4%4%

1.741.942.081.911.601.762.301.791.832.051.711.821.901.901.821.901.861.791.831.871.86Mean

0.060.060.070.060.070.140.120.090.050.130.100.070.090.080.180.070.060.090.080.040.04Standard error
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 22
Q.11 Here are some statements that people have made about community sentences.  Please can you say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each one?
Community sentences are effective at stopping offenders from reoffending.
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

151174130123109254383218384810181101221551345767302369Yes
66%80%82%70%74%61%88%84%70%86%66%67%79%77%76%81%71%64%59%78%74%

7744295338166169362549213073755324685131No
34%20%18%30%26%39%12%16%30%14%34%33%21%23%24%19%29%36%41%22%26%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 23
Q.12 As you may know, the Justice Secretary, Ken Clarke, has questioned whether prison currently works as a way of protecting the public against
crime, particularly in the case of short sentences, and called for more emphasis on rehabilitation.  Had you heard about this, or not?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

151174130123109254383218384810181101221551345767302369Base

83515854421122299215244135391066512638116154NET: Support
55%29%45%44%39%44%51%35%42%39%50%41%43%39%45%43%38%46%57%38%42%

165128642416417682146352126Strongly support    (4)
11%3%9%7%6%16%5%5%7%11%2%7%7%8%9%9%4%5%7%7%7%

67464646367202576112334293185245233395128Somewhat support    (3)
44%26%35%37%33%28%47%30%35%29%48%34%36%31%36%34%34%40%49%31%35%

2835252618761049510231915229311096372Somewhat oppose     (2)
19%20%19%21%17%28%14%12%22%13%21%23%23%15%9%19%23%18%13%21%20%

338341344761440661412352540954461715111126Strongly oppose     (1)
22%48%32%28%43%24%33%48%30%37%25%35%31%40%41%35%34%30%22%37%34%

6111866606513205011519225844551183772724174198NET: Oppose
40%68%51%49%60%52%47%60%53%50%46%57%54%54%50%54%57%47%36%58%54%

756921141142227166451217Don't know
5%3%5%7%2%4%2%5%5%11%4%2%2%7%5%4%4%7%7%4%5%

2.461.842.232.252.012.382.241.912.202.152.282.132.202.072.142.172.092.232.452.092.15Mean

0.080.070.090.090.100.220.150.110.070.190.130.100.110.110.240.080.080.130.120.060.05Standard error

Page 34

Police Survey
Fieldwork Dates:- 15th-23rd February 2011

Absolutes/col percents
Table 24
Q.13 From what you have heard, do you support Ken Clarke's view?
Base: All respondents who have heard Ken Clarke's views

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

6882785636163139902021493848877662436140176A hard-headed,
30%38%49%32%24%39%63%39%29%45%29%33%37%37%28%40%35%27%32%36%35%practical way of trying

to reduce reoffending
rates

14712672102104221752197194988617121991076163225288A soft option that
64%58%45%58%71%54%35%53%63%43%67%59%60%54%72%52%57%69%56%58%58%tries to make excuses

for offenders rather
than punishing them
properly and deterring
them from committing
further crimes

10671052181242827-911381523Neither of these
4%3%4%6%3%5%2%8%4%9%3%5%2%5%-5%6%3%7%4%5%

342821--1211515-7516713Don't know
1%2%1%5%1%2%--4%2%1%3%1%4%-4%3%1%5%2%3%
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Table 25
Q.14 When it comes to the rehabilitation of offenders, do you tend to think of rehabilitation more as...?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

142212131156422421191121513792837A hard-headed,
6%10%8%7%7%12%12%4%7%9%3%7%9%8%7%8%7%8%8%7%7%practical way of trying

to reduce reoffending
rates

205193143153131334192278376813291116261671708099345444A soft option that
90%89%90%87%89%80%84%93%89%84%93%88%89%89%90%87%90%90%88%89%89%tries to make excuses

for offenders rather
than punishing them
properly and deterring
them from committing
further crimes

411221-22112-1-14-235Neither of these
2%*1%1%1%2%-2%1%2%1%1%-1%-1%2%-2%1%1%

52383221922523192231114Don't know
2%1%2%5%2%5%4%1%3%5%3%3%2%2%3%5%1%2%3%3%3%
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Table 26
Q.15 How do you think the general public sees the idea of rehabilitating offenders?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

141145751151042215592122449966475151031216973235308The best way to reduce
62%67%47%65%71%54%31%60%68%55%67%64%63%57%52%54%64%78%65%61%62%reoffending is to

increase the deterrent
effect of sentencing -
by sending more
offenders to prison,
making prison life
harder, making
sentences longer, and
making community
punishments more
demanding

87738461431934409920245438561489682040152192The best way to reduce
38%33%53%35%29%46%69%40%32%45%33%36%37%43%48%46%36%22%35%39%38%reoffending is to put

more emphasis on
rehabilitation - by
treating addictions,
helping offenders get
qualifications and work
experience, and
preparing them for life
in the community
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Table 27
Q.16 I am going to read two statements about the most effective approach to take when reducing reoffending. Please say which comes closest to your own
view, even if neither describes exactly what you think?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

66887065361517321132625433845866723146131177NET: Good
29%40%44%37%24%37%35%32%36%59%34%29%37%34%28%34%38%35%41%34%35%

3322322-32-212-421257Very good           (4)
1%1%1%1%2%5%4%-1%5%-1%1%2%-2%1%1%2%1%1%

63856863331315321102425413743862703044126170Quite good          (3)
28%39%43%36%22%32%31%32%35%55%34%27%36%33%28%32%37%34%39%33%34%

1219873946920245314812368150661595894550195245Quite bad           (2)
53%45%46%53%47%49%49%54%48%27%49%54%49%50%52%49%47%51%44%50%49%

41321617426814506122614206312813176178Very bad            (1)
18%15%10%10%29%15%16%14%16%14%16%17%14%15%21%16%15%15%15%16%16%

1621308911111126326719818481076486211261175867256323NET: Bad
71%60%56%63%76%63%65%68%64%41%66%71%63%66%72%66%62%65%59%66%65%

2.122.272.352.281.982.272.222.182.212.502.182.132.252.212.072.202.242.212.272.192.21Mean

0.050.050.050.050.060.120.110.070.040.120.080.060.070.060.130.050.050.070.070.040.03Standard error
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Table 28
Q.17 Overall, how good a job do you think the criminal justice system - including the courts, the National Offender Management Service and so on -
does in dealing with offenders and preventing reoffending?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

6480406045131136931024503435450663339114153Making punishments
28%37%25%34%31%32%22%36%30%23%33%33%33%27%14%26%35%37%35%29%31%harsher to deter

reoffending

5652243947751785111930272793743252688114Scrapping the Human
25%24%15%22%32%17%10%17%27%25%26%20%26%21%31%19%23%28%23%23%23%Rights Act

503052292092619491493119309553261786103More emphasis on
22%14%33%16%14%22%53%19%16%32%12%21%19%23%31%29%17%7%15%22%21%rehabilitating

offenders to reduce the
likelihood of
reoffending

33453133253619628132816254353615246690Recruiting more police
14%21%19%19%17%7%12%19%20%18%18%19%16%19%14%18%19%17%21%17%18%officers

20101111881519168612310101062733Giving more powers to
9%5%7%6%5%20%2%5%6%2%8%5%6%9%10%5%5%11%5%7%7%the police

1---1---1-1----1---11None of these
*---1%---*-1%----1%---**

411411-32-13-2-42-156Don't know
2%*1%2%1%2%-3%1%-1%2%-2%-2%1%-1%1%1%
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Table 29
Q.18 From the following list, which one would have the single biggest impact on cutting crime in Britain?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

4751373430311216752125242774537132082102Conservatives
21%23%23%19%20%7%22%21%22%11%29%17%24%21%24%23%20%15%18%21%20%

232616211374103262231012419191194453Labour
10%12%10%12%9%17%8%10%10%14%3%15%10%9%14%10%10%12%8%11%11%

34431223212123126-279Liberal Democrats
1%2%3%2%1%5%4%3%1%2%3%1%2%2%3%1%3%-2%2%2%

8345532186-233-662-1414Another party
4%1%3%3%3%7%4%1%3%14%-1%3%2%-3%3%2%-4%3%

1261138193852025601622442765174171031004658209267None of them
55%52%51%53%58%49%51%61%52%55%58%51%50%56%59%54%53%52%51%54%53%

6585134171-824-9516915Refused
3%2%5%3%1%7%8%1%2%2%-5%2%3%-5%3%1%5%2%3%

151691512313331615108-81616182240Don't know
7%7%6%9%8%7%2%3%11%2%8%10%10%6%-4%8%18%16%6%8%
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Table 30
Q.19 Which political party do you think has the best approach to crime and antisocial behaviour?
Base: All respondents

Lord Ashcroft



View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

3122----4-1111---422418 - 24
1%*1%1%----1%-1%1%1%1%---4%2%1%1%

40352029271131061815281222---8523628525 - 34
18%16%13%16%18%27%6%10%20%18%21%19%12%17%---96%20%16%17%

9283547260911451241829544147--189-5413518935 - 44
40%38%34%41%41%22%22%45%40%41%40%36%40%36%--100%-48%35%38%

79857266481429401091524614151-192--3315919245 - 54
35%39%45%38%33%34%59%40%35%34%33%41%40%39%-100%--29%41%38%

1413107126641334571029---1282955+
6%6%6%4%8%15%12%4%4%7%5%3%7%8%100%---1%7%6%

-11--1-----1-------11Refused
-*1%--2%-----1%-------**
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Age
Base: All respondents
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View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

221616181016112644----31518883644Scotland
10%7%10%10%7%2%12%11%8%100%----10%8%10%9%7%9%9%

1513138916222--31---197542731North
7%6%8%5%6%2%12%2%7%--21%---10%4%6%4%7%6%

3329272517871346--74--4242718195574North West
14%13%17%14%12%20%14%13%15%--49%--14%13%14%20%17%14%15%

221815171254828--45--118206143145Yorks & Humberside
10%8%9%10%8%12%8%8%9%--30%--3%9%11%7%12%8%9%

15131091326816---32-31511352732East Midlands
7%6%6%5%9%5%12%8%5%---31%-10%8%6%3%4%7%6%

1312881332717---29-21211442529West Midlands
6%6%5%5%9%7%4%7%5%---28%-7%6%6%4%4%6%6%

715611421613-22---179551722Wales
3%7%4%6%3%5%2%6%4%-30%---3%4%5%6%4%4%4%

201871517221027---41-21419653641East Anglia
9%8%4%9%12%5%4%10%9%---40%-7%7%10%7%4%9%8%

13151512542819----3341113592433Greater London
6%7%9%7%3%10%4%8%6%----25%14%6%7%6%8%6%7%

434623373312111461----986403418277198South East
19%21%14%21%22%29%22%14%20%----75%21%21%18%20%24%18%20%

2523191614121236-51---3172011133851South West
11%11%12%9%10%2%4%12%12%-70%---10%9%11%12%12%10%10%
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Table 32
Region
Base: All respondents
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View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

78753-1412-17---176321517Avon and Somerset
3%4%4%3%2%-2%4%4%-23%---3%4%3%3%2%4%3%Constabulary

43232-223---52-421167Bedfordshire Police
2%1%1%2%1%-4%2%1%---5%2%-2%1%1%1%2%1%

343-411-5---52-331167Cambridgeshire
1%2%2%-3%2%2%-2%---5%2%-2%2%1%1%2%1%Constabulary

312-2--13--4---4--134Cheshire Constabulary
1%*1%-1%--1%1%--3%---2%--1%1%1%

1--1----1----1--1--11City of London Police
*--1%----*----1%--1%--**

3342--213--6---411-66Cleveland Police
1%1%3%1%--4%1%1%--4%---2%1%1%-2%1%

122112-11--4----22134Cumbria Constabulary
*1%1%1%1%5%-1%*--3%----1%2%1%1%1%

-4211--31---4--31--44Derbyshire Constabulary
-2%1%1%1%--3%*---4%--2%1%--1%1%

68726-1212-141---65451015Devon and Cornwall
3%4%4%1%4%-2%2%4%-19%1%---3%3%4%4%3%3%Police

3122-1--3-4----2-2134Dorset Police
1%*1%1%-2%--1%-5%----1%-2%1%1%1%

2--11---2--2---1-1-22Durham Constabulary
1%--1%1%---1%--1%---1%-1%-1%*

351442116---46-4335510Essex Police
1%2%1%2%3%5%2%1%2%---4%5%-2%2%3%4%1%2%

-321---12-2-1--3---33Gloucestershire
-1%1%1%---1%1%-3%-1%--2%---1%1%Constabulary

16101312514619--30--2914582230Greater Manchester
7%5%8%7%3%2%8%6%6%--20%--7%5%7%6%7%6%6%Police
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Table 33
Which Constabulary or Police Force do you work for?
Base: All respondents
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View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

152141123-1--6-331437Hampshire Constabulary
*2%1%1%3%2%2%2%1%-1%--5%-2%2%1%4%1%1%

1313--112---22-3-1-44Hertfordshire
*1%1%2%--2%1%1%---2%2%-2%-1%-1%1%Constabulary

42341--17--71--35-358Humberside Police
2%1%2%2%1%--1%2%--5%1%--2%3%-3%1%2%

105367--115----16256321416Kent Police
4%2%2%3%5%--1%5%----12%7%3%3%3%2%4%3%

611312-14--7---115257Lancashire Constabulary
3%*1%2%1%5%-1%1%--5%---1%1%6%2%1%1%

3-1-3---4---4--2-2224Leicestershire
1%-1%-2%---1%---4%--1%-2%2%1%1%Constabulary

2---2--11---2---2--22Lincolnshire Police
1%---1%--1%*---2%---1%--1%*

51265723313--21--277541721Merseyside Police
2%6%4%3%5%5%6%3%4%--14%--7%4%4%6%4%4%4%

4238263324681754-416748263417246185Metropolitan Police
18%17%16%19%16%15%16%17%17%-5%1%6%56%28%14%18%19%21%16%17%

24331-1-6---7-1231167Norfolk Constabulary
1%2%2%2%1%-2%-2%---7%-3%1%2%1%1%2%1%

2323--311---5--311145Northamptonshire Police
1%1%1%2%--6%1%*---5%--2%1%1%1%1%1%

6763613110--15---105-21315Northumbria Police
3%3%4%2%4%2%6%1%3%--10%---5%3%-2%3%3%

51231--16--7---223-77North Yorkshire Police
2%*1%2%1%--1%2%--5%---1%1%3%-2%1%

42-33-114---6-141-246Nottinghamshire Police
2%1%-2%2%-2%1%1%---6%-3%2%1%-2%1%1%
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Which Constabulary or Police Force do you work for?
Base: All respondents
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View On Level Of
Prison WorksCrimeRankRegionAgeGender

Ins-
AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

75534-327--12--16413912South Yorkshire Police
3%2%3%2%3%-6%2%2%--8%--3%3%2%1%3%2%2%

13211-112---4--13-224Staffordshire Police
*1%1%1%1%-2%1%1%---4%--1%2%-2%1%1%

32113--23---5-1-4--55Suffolk Constabulary
1%1%1%1%2%--2%1%---5%-3%-2%--1%1%

-111----2----2-1-1-22Surrey Police
-*1%1%----1%----2%-1%-1%-1%*

151311-34----8-53-358Sussex Police
*2%1%2%1%2%-3%1%----6%-3%2%-3%1%2%

41113--32-2-21-14-235Thames Valley Police
2%*1%1%2%--3%1%-3%-2%1%-1%2%-2%1%1%

-22----11---2--2---22Warwickshire Police
-1%1%----1%*---2%--1%---1%*

321131--4---5-113-145West Mercia Police
1%1%1%1%2%2%--1%---5%-3%1%2%-1%1%1%

74238-139---13--55311213West Midlands Police
3%2%1%2%5%-2%3%3%---13%--3%3%3%1%3%3%

81059641411--20---89381220West Yorkshire Police
4%5%3%5%4%10%2%4%4%--13%---4%5%3%7%3%4%

3--3---12-3----12-123Wiltshire Constabulary
1%--2%---1%1%-4%----1%1%-1%1%1%

-11--1----1----1---11Dyfed-Powys Police
-*1%--2%----1%----1%---**(Heddlu Dyfed Powys)

171511-25-8----224448Gwent Police (Heddlu
*3%1%3%1%2%-2%2%-11%----1%1%4%4%1%2%Gwent)

2213---22-4----22--44North Wales Police
1%1%1%2%---2%1%-5%----1%1%--1%1%(Heddlu Gogledd Cymru)
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Which Constabulary or Police Force do you work for?
Base: All respondents
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AboutpectorWales/

theRef-orSer-Con-Scot-SouthMid-South
NoYesLowersameHigherusedabovegeantstablelandWestNorthlandsEast55+45-5435-4418-34FemaleMaleTotal

22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

44323-125-8---1241-88South Wales Police
2%2%2%1%2%-2%2%2%-11%---3%1%2%1%-2%2%(Heddlu De Cymru)

1---1---11------1--11Central Scotland Police
*---1%---*2%------1%--**

---------------------Dumfries and Galloway
---------------------Constabulary

2-4----224----121-134Fife Constabulary
1%-3%----2%1%9%----3%1%1%-1%1%1%

11-3---213-----12-123Grampian Police
**-2%---2%*7%-----1%1%-1%1%1%

34142-2147----1141257Lothian and Borders
1%2%1%2%1%-4%1%1%16%----3%1%2%1%2%1%1%Police

-211--11-2-----2---22Northern Constabulary
-1%1%1%--2%1%-5%-----1%---1%*

114593-241117----149341317Strathclyde Police
5%2%3%5%2%-4%4%4%39%----3%2%5%3%4%3%3%

213-1--134-----31--44Tayside Police
1%*2%-1%--1%1%9%-----2%1%--1%1%

192215181814492765131911520181084654Refused
8%10%9%10%12%34%8%9%9%14%7%9%19%8%17%10%10%11%7%12%11%
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15013076120103---3112649966080131091246577234311Constable
66%60%48%68%70%---100%59%67%64%59%61%45%57%66%73%68%60%62%

4148353626--99-11182325224404510128799Sergeant
18%22%22%20%18%--100%-25%25%15%25%17%14%21%24%11%11%22%20%

12162253-30--5113293178232730Inspector
5%7%14%3%2%-61%--11%1%9%2%7%10%9%4%2%3%7%6%

43711-9---22322421189Chief Inspector
2%1%4%1%1%-18%---3%1%3%2%7%2%1%1%1%2%2%

224-1-5----122131-235Superintendent
1%1%3%-1%-10%----1%2%2%3%2%1%-2%1%1%

225---5--1-13--5--145Chief Superintendant
1%1%3%---10%--2%-1%3%--3%--1%1%1%

---------------------Assistant Commissioner
---------------------

---------------------Commissioner
---------------------

171710141341---1314716614911172441Refused
7%8%6%8%9%100%---2%4%9%7%12%21%7%5%12%15%6%8%
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Which of the following is your rank?
Base: All respondents
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22821815917614741499931144731501021312919218989113387500Base

176170130127116244287234365511388952815913564-387387Male
77%78%82%72%79%59%86%88%75%82%75%75%86%73%97%83%71%72%-100%77%

524829493117712778183714361335425113-113Female
23%22%18%28%21%41%14%12%25%18%25%25%14%27%3%17%29%28%100%-23%
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