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"There’s always a moment when you have to do something’

Outrage at the Killing of a policeman led
Lord Asheroft to set up Crimestoppers.

As the charity receives its millionth

caller, Andrew Alderson talles to him

ithout knowing il, an anenymous
\/\/ caller made a small piece of his-

lory last weekend when he
volunleered information aboul a slab-
bing in Leicestershire. His became the
one millionth “actionable call™ 1o
Crimestoppers since the charity was
launched 20 years ago.

Sinceilsinceplionin 188, Crimestop-
pers has become one ol Britain's best-
known and most-appreciated charities
which allows the public 1o help defeat
crime without eriminals knowing who
“shopped™ then. It remains the only
British charity that secks W solve
crime,

Since 1988, information 1o the chari-
ly's 0800 555 11 24-hour number has
led 1o o slaggering 86000 arrests,
£102 million of stolen goods being ve-
covered and  £151 million of illegal
drugs being scized. An average of
17 people are now aresled daily as a
result of the ealls. These smne mﬁs also
lead to one persan being charged with
murder every five days. People pass on
anonymous ip-offs using the chavily's
hotline or websile.

Crimestoppers camne into existence
as a resull of the vicious inurder of a
London police officer. The raw outrage
of Michact Asheroft, a successful entre-
prencur, at the stabbing of Pe Keith
Blakelock during the Broadwater Farn
riots of 1985 led 1o him exploring a
rewards system for catching criminals.

At his office in Weshminster, Loxd
Asheroll, whao is depuly chainnan ol the
Conservalive Parly. revealed how his
determination o cateh Pe Blakelock's
killers eventoally spawned a0 charity
that countries from all vver the world
are now secking o hnitale.

Tncan interview o mark the one mil-
lionth “actionable call™ (information
that can he passed to the police), the
multi-millionaire Tory peersaid: ~There
is always a moment which is the lost
straw or which horrifies you so much
you have lo do something aboul it. For
me, that montent came when an un-

armed policeman was hacked (o death
by & mob on the strects of London.”
Lord Asherolt received his inspira-
tion from o similar rewards systemn for
informants in America, where he lived
during the 1980s. Afler Pe Blakelock's
death, he volunteered anonyimously Lo
pulup a £10,000 veward and then later
met Sir Keaneth Newman, the Metro-
politan Police Commissioner, to explore
ways of developing a new scheme.
When Siv Peler Imbert (now  Lord
Imbert and o truslee of the charity)

suceeeded Sir Kenneth, the new Com-
missioner was ceven keener o gel
Crimestoppers up and running.

1 fell there was a gap in the markel

lor o new charity,” said Lovd Asheroft,
who has given mestoppers more
than £5 million over the years. As with
his business inlerests, he prefers a con-
rolling interest in his charity work - he
also supports edueation and Avned
Forces initiatives and has just donated
£5 million to the Imperial War Museum
for a new gallery to house his 150-
strong collection of Victoria Crass gal-
lanlry awards, the largest in the would.

“In the US, then and now, Crimestop-
pers is primarily o volunleer group that
oflers rewards lor all kinds ol crimes. 1
decided in the UK we needed profes-
sional stalf. [ also wanted the emphasis
here o be on anonymily - and initially
rewards were given only for crimes of
violenee,™ he said,

People in Britain use Crimesloppers
primarily to defeal evime, while on the
other side of the Atlwlic they use it 1o
carn money. Less than one per cent of
valid callers to Crinestoppers here ever
claim rewards - 40 per cenl do so in
America,

The charity was initially called Corn-
munity Action Trust bul il was renamed
in 1995, Today it has 80 paid stall and
400 volunteers. Siv Denis Thalcher was
a founding tustee. Lord Asheroll said:
“Denis liked the expression that “solv-
ing crime was loo important o be lefi lo

the police alone”. He supported us right
up until his death [in 2003}.”

Lord Asherolt, 62, a self-made
businessman. continured: *I never
envisaged that Crimestoppers would
take off in quile such o way. The
beauty of the idea is its simplicity
and its anonymity.”

le added that Crimestoppers” resull-
ed  from a “mutually  benelicial
four-way partnership®. The public has
always picked up the phone to pass on
information, the police have investigat-
ed the tip-ofls. the media has publicised
Crimestoppers” work, and big business
has put up money Lo pay rewards and
run the charily. Withoul any one group,
the good work would come to an end.

Mare than 20 times in as many years
Lord Asheroft has put up rewards of up
to £50,000 lo try lo solve a case that has
shocked him: usually the charily’s
rewards are up o a maximuwm of £1,000.
His offers usually remain anonymous,

although it was leaked that he had put
up a reward of £50,000 {or the informa-
tion leading to the killer of Jill Dando,
the lelevision presenter, in 1999,
Informalion to Crimestoppers has
led 1o some of the country's biggest
cases being solved. An anonymous call
led to the arrest of Antoni hnicla, the
“M25 rapist”, alter a year-long police
hunt. A eall to Crimestoppers led 1o po-
lice heing able (o pula name to hniela’s
it. In 2004, the 49-year-okd reecived
seven life sentences lor each ol the
rapes and a further 29 years for kidnap,
indecent assaull and attempled vape.
In politics, Lord Asherolt is a contro-
versial figire who has been accused of
“hankrolling™ the Conservative Parly.
In other areas of his life, he is no less

“The beauty of
the idea is its
simplicity and its




anonymity’

controversinl. When a priceless collee-
lion of VCs was stolen from a New
Zealand museuny, he put up a reward
of 175,000 for their sale return. The
decorations were quickly westored o
the muscun, though Lord Asherofi was
crilicised in some cireles for allowing
thieves to benehit from crime.

“IEwas the fist time this sorl of
reward system had been used in New

Zealand and it led, in recent weeks, o

the New Zealand Police Commissioner

himsell coming to the UK to see how
Crimestoppers  works”  said  Lord
Asherolt, :

The Tory peer has since pul up
another £75,000 reward in New Zealand
for the arrest and conviction ol the
thieves, who it is asswined wlured the
medals for the reward money. *Only
half the job was done. D ollered the new
reward in the hope that we can pul
these men where they belong - behind
bars,” he said,

As well as being the charity’s found-
ery Lord Ashorofl is also chaimian ol
the trustees and is proud of the chari-
s achievements and that Crimeslop-
pers is moving with the times, There
are new initiatives o tackle what he
describes as the “devastaling™ epi-
demic of knife crime, including using
former gang members o encournge
youngsters fo ring the holline with
information.

The charity's “Most Wanted™ wehsite,
which was set up hwo years ago, has led
o nearly 100 arvests, including erimi-
nals “on the run” being captured on the
Continent, notably Spain. The website
was re-launched eatlier this year and
now gels move than nine million *hils”
a month - nearly double the ligures of
last year.

“It has taken us 20 years lo 1eceive
our millionth call but it will tale con-
siderably less time o receive our (wo
millionth eall,” Lord Asheroft said.
“Crimestoppers is here lo stay because
the public wants it = itmakes Brilain a
saler place Lo live”

Lord Ashcroft:
Inspiration for
Crimestoppers
came from a
rewards system
for informants
in America




